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ABSTRACT 

Various usages for newspapers in the ninth-grade 
Enalish classroom are suggested in detail in this teacher's guide. 

Two large sections — one designed for classes with average learners 
and one for classes with slow learners are subdivided into units on 
the short story, drama, nonfiction, and the novel. Newspapers are 
used for teaching reading, speaking, listening, and writing skills m 
each of these units. Student activities suggested include having 
discussion groups, seeing films, making bulletin board displays, 
collecting newspaper articles, analysing styles in newspapers and 
written materials, and dramatizing newspaper stones. The simplicity 
and realism of newspaper writing are cited as incentives for slow 
learners to read. Special attention to grammar, punctuation, style, 
and language usage is given in each unit. The newspaper is suggested 
as a good starting point in reading for research, entertammen , 
information, and opinion. (AL) 
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INTRODUCTION 



In this booklet the Copley Newspapers Department of Education offers 
teachers a supplementary aid to teaching all areas of English in the Ninth Grade . 

The pattern used in this study guide is familiar to many English teachers 
whose school year starts in September and ends in June, with the year broken into 
teaching quarters. The recommendation of freshman English (ninth grade) used 
by school systems on the 6 - 2 - 4 plan or the 8 - 4 division should not eliminate 
the use of the guide by schools on the 6-3-3 plan, with the irs year ° 
credited English study being offeied in the last year of junior nigh scho ... 

Manv school districts provide for learning experiences for students with 
varied ability levels. Although many districts have not carried out homogeneous 
ability groupings within their areas, most teachers provide for individual expen- 
ences for students of various intellectual levels in order to provide adequately for 
individual needs. In many schools students are placed in English classed, which 
provide for individual differences as fairly and accurately as possible to insure 
success within the students' learning ranges. 

To provide for these differences, this study guide has been divided into two 
sections, one for the Average Learner and one for the Slow Learner. Both sec- 
tions contain suggestions for use of the newspaper within the classroom wth 
special emphasis on ability groupings- 



The goals of this supplemental guide to teaching Ninth Grade Engl _ i _ s _h are: 

1 , 



2 . 



To develop the skills of writing, speech, reading, and listening 
as they are fundamental to good, communication 

To stimulate the growth of intellectual curiosity and the capacity 
for critical thinking 

To develop an appreciation of the significance of the mass media 
of communication as well as an understanding of some of the 
techniques used by. these media 
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5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 



To enjoy more worthwhile use of leisure h roundi 
ation of the cultural offerings of the cc ^y 

To stimulate imagination and creativity 

To foster growth in the ability to participate effectively in demo- 
cratic processes in school and the community 

To contribute to the wholesome personal development of the 
adolescent student 

To develop in pupils faith in the basic values of our democratic 
society and allegiance to its principles 



The Copley Newspapers Department of Education wishes to thank the San 
Diego Unified School District, Secondary School Division, for itsinvaiuablehelp 
in the preparation of this study guide. If the newspaper, as an additional tool of 
instruction has been of value to teachers and the children they serve, t.en Copley 
New spaper s feels that its efforts to aid in the overall growth of the American high 
school student have helped in developing mature, thinking citizens of tomorrow. 




The Department of Education 
Copley Newspapers 
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SECTION A 



FOR THE AVERAGE LEARNER 



QUARTER I 

This quarter in English stresses the Basic Understanding 

of the Short Story 



A. The Area of Reading with special emphasis on the use of the news- 
paper in the classroom 

1. How the use of the newspaper helps to improve reading skills 

2 Comprehension of the short story reading program can develop 
deeper understandings in the dramas of life which create the 

short story: 

Introductory Activities for Student Motivation 

The introduction of the short story in the ninth grade is a continu- 
ation of reading experiences from the lower elementary grades through 
the upper Snta'ry grades, and the first two 

school. The emphasis in the ninth grade, however, is on structure. 

The study of the novel will show overlapping situations involving 
many characters (as a rule), many plots, and varied settings. In intro - 
d^g the short story with the idea of dealing with ch; aracter ■ . ^ting, 
and plot, there is a simplification of structure that lends itself to indi 
vidual analysis, due to the uncomplicated style when compared with 

other works . 

Most of the stories in the basic ninth grade text, Lodge's 
Adventures in Re ading , deal with situations within the reachof students 

^ ~~ A -rArTno’ f-Upcp stOX’i.GS ctTG Cloth^S iVlclkc tllG > ■£*- 

toeTh Me 1 " "Off the Track, " "Mr. Brownlee's Roses "Pride of 
Seven, " "The Lady or the Tiger, " "The Apprentice, " and "You've Got 

to Learn. 11 

Although there may be some unrelated materials within the stories 
which seem a long wa/from the students' experiences, motivatmg tech- 
niques can introduce the student to these new reading patterns. 

Also, very few stories are written which do not come from one’s 
personal experience. The stories of imagination (science-fiction, etc. ) 
are projections of experiences, but in the main, the true feelings found 
in a short story are vignettes of life or amplifications of a segment of 
life. These enlargements deal with specific sections and the best examples 

are found in the newspapers. 

6 
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Any short story may be made into a news story. An example of the 
motivating technique may be seen in the story of ' 'Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.. " to show it in the simplest of terms. Understandably, no 
one is unaware of the plot, setting, and characters of this simple fairy 
tale. But how would a newsman see it? 

It could go like this: 

"A 7-year-old girl today was saved from possible death when she 
escaped from a woodland encounter with three black bears. 

"She is Goldy Locks, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Locks, 
of Z33Z Woodedge Lane, near the edge of Pineland Forest. 

"Found by a search party after she was reported missing since 
early this morning. Goldy told an incoherent story of finding a 
bear's home and falling asleep in one of the bears' beds. She also 
told her rescuers that she had eaten in the bear's house and had 
jumped out of the window when the bears discovered her. 

"She was taken to a local physician who said that other than 
'quite a fright and far-fetched illusion, ' Goldy will feel fine in a 
couple of days. " 

This is a very simple story to show students that 1) news stories 
are not written like the normal short story, and 2 ) that it is possible to 
derive story materials from the :-.c.ws story. 

Many story situations present themselves for expansion and further 
development into short story treatment once the news implication is seen. 
With a touch of imagination, some sparkling application of sharp prose, 
and a dash of plot involving the news story, one can find unlimited 
examples that may be used to whet the imagination of pupils studying 
the short story. 

Recommended Activities for N eW spaper Use 

1. Speed and comprehension are two factors which develop top 

reading ability. Select any short story and count the words in 
the first five paragraphs. Select a newspaper story of the 
same verbal length. Test to see whether the speed and compre- 
hension are greater with the short story than with the newspaper 
articles. If there is a difference, why does it exist:'' (Vocabu- 
lary, size of type used, or subject matter. ) 

Z. The following is a feature article from a newspaper. What are 
some of the understandings that the students get from reading 
this article? Was it less interesting, just as interesting, or 
more interesting than one of the short stories? 

7 
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3 CROWD COCKPIT 

Pilot 1 s Lion To ! e 

P toyed With Poor 



BRUSSELS (UFI) - Three 
young lions broke out of their 
crates today and terrorized 
the crew of a plane nearly 3 
miles above the Belgium 
countryside. The pilot man- 
aged to land safely and the 
lions were captured by a 
woman zoologist, 50, armed 
with a broomstick and a net. 

Capt. Paul Wuhrman, pilot 
of a Swiss Globe Airlines Dart 
Herald plane, managed to 
land the transport safely al- 
though he had radioed for 
help when he felt something 
warm nuzzling his leg: 

“Brussels, Brussels, can I 
make an emergency landing,” 
he asked on the international 
emergency frequency. ‘‘I 
have three lions in my cock- 



pit. 

The control tower thought it 
was a joke and responded: 
“Just stick them in your gas 
tank.” 

After the landing Mrs. 
Agatha Gyzen removed one 
cub but had trouble with the 
other two larger animals. The 
second time she returned with 
a broomstick, entered the 
plane and pushed him out. 

“You have to know how to 
handle them and there is not 
too much danger,” she said to 
a group of admiring firemen 
standing by. 

As the lions reached the 
aircraft door, zoo assistants 



grabbed them by the ne-k 
and the legs and shoved them 
into their crates. 

Wuhrman said: “We were 
at 14,000 feet above St. Ni- 
cholas when I turned around 
and saw the heads of two 
lions peering through the cur- 
tain. A third lion was licking 
my boot. Obviously they had 
broken out of their cages. 

It was when he made his 
call for help. 

Wuhrman said his co-pilot 
Max Schomenberger, 25, 
“chased them out of the cock- 
pit with an ax. Max swung a 
third seat in the cockpit 
around to block the lions. 
They growled but went back 
into the fuselage.” 

Wuhrman was having his 
own troubles with the control 
tower. . 

Frantically, Wuhrman tried 
to convince the tower there 
really were three lions in the 
cockpit. When he put the ra- 
dio microphone near one of 
the lions and broadcast the 
growl he was given permis- 
sion to make the emergency 
landing. 

The plane, under charter to 
West Germany’s Lufthansa 
Airlines, was carrying the 
three lions — two of them 
grown and the third a 3- 
month-old cub — from Frank- 
fort to a zoo in London. 

Evening Tribune 



There are many stories in the newspaper that read like "short 
stories. " The use of these articles as supplementary materials 
is an aid to the improvement of reading skills. 
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Save the daily and Sunday newspaper. Bring in news stories 
that lend themselves to short story treatment. 

a. Why are these stories limited to the "unusual" or the 
"feature" type for best treatment? 

b. Could any other writings be used from the newspapers for 
the short story? Name them. 

5. The short story is a mirror of human values. The stories of 
O. Henry, Edgar Allen Poe, Anton Chekhov, and many other 
writers who have contributed to the vast treasure chest of 
short stories have observed and recorded human action and 
reaction to their surroundings and experiences. 

a. Discover in the short stories read in class the elements 
which logically could have come from a news story. 

b. After reading several short s-ories, recall the main ideas 
in the stories by listing the WHAT ? WHO? WHERE? 
WHEN? WHY? and HOW? Using the "newspaperman's 
formula" for gathering all the facts, the elements of the 
story are easier to retain by the outline listing of main 
ideas . 



A search of the content of the newspaper will reveal other 
sources than news stories which would lend themselves 
to short story treatment, emphasizing the "mirror of 
human values. " 



6. Here is an example of a news story that could be expanded 
into a very humorous short story. 



'Watchdog' 
Sees Master 
Get Robbed 

Mike, a 13-year-old mixture 
of cocker and poodle, is, in 
the opinion of his master, one 
of the world’s greatest watch- 
dogs. 

Last night Mike watched 
carefully as an armed thug 
broke into the Mission Hills 
home of Mr. and Mrs. William 
B. Melhorn, tied both of them 
to their beds and robbed them 
of $700 cash and two expen- 
sive rings. 

Today, Melhorn, 72, owner 
of the construction firm that 
bears his name, patted Mike 
affectionately while recount- 
ing the attack in his home at 
2540 Jackson St. about 10:30 
p.m. 



Victim Slugged 
“Mike just sat and watched 
all the while, even when the 
guy slugged me,” said Mel- 
horn. “He thought the whole 
affair was quite interesting.” 
Melhorn said the thug, 
about 5 feet 10, 180 pounds, 
wore a gray stocking over his 
head when he broke the glass 
out of a utility door to enter 
the rambling ranch - style 
home overlooking the Presidio 
Golf Course. 

Melhorn said the intruder 
first entered Mrs. Melhorn’s 
room, threatened her with a 
six-inch knife, tied her to her 
bed with a curtain cord and 
took her $3,000 wedding ring 
from her finger. 

Then he went into Melhorn ’s 
room, woke him up, ordered 
him to turn to the wall, struck 
him “about a dozen times” 
and tied him hand and foot 
to the bed and took his carat- 
and-a-half ring. 

Evening Tribune 



7. Mark Twain and Hemingway are examples of men who first 
worked as newspaper men. After reading the short otories 
recommended in the text, research the authors' biographical 
sketches to see how many had newspaper experience. 

8. "Freedom of the Press" is a watch word in the maintenance of 
the ideals of American democracy. Check the card catalogue 
for listings of short stories dealing with freedom of the press. 

B. Areas of Speaking and Listening 

1. Recognize and correct errors in spoken English through story 
reports from the newspaper 

2. Show increased power in presenting questions and opinions in 
discussion through the use of editorials in the newspaper 

3. Evaluate what is said and contribute basic ideas by following 

lines of reasoning as shown in editorials discussed 
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Introductory Activities for Student Motivation in Areas of Speaki n g and 
Listening 

Communication is a two-way process. In writing one presents 
ideas that have been thought out and developed prior to presentation. 

In speaking, however, the process of getting ideas across calls for 
instant expression and many times ideas expressed in this manner are 
not understood because the speaker has had little time to compose his 
thoughts. This is especially true with the adolescent untrained in this 
area of communication skills. 

Social conversation comes easily to the adolescent, but under formal 
classroom conditions there can be a lack of ease and grace. One goal 
in the teaching of English is to develop speech and listening patterns 
which develop the student's command of his oral language. 

A basic pattern of social conversation follows closely the trends of 
a newspaper story. Imagine this conversation. 

"Hi, John!" 

"Hi, Phil. Where are you going? 11 

"To Bill's house." 

" What are you going to do? " 

"We're going to take apart the motor on his heap. " 

" When are you going to start? " 

Notice that the conversation starts with basic questions in commu- 
nications. Through speaking and listening one person's activities are 
brought into current understanding with another's. There is an informal 
exchange of ideas. The flow of conversation is easy, if at times, incom- 
plete. Many times the answers to questions are anticipated. Youngsters 
get into the habit of slurring words and phrases, fall into the jargon of 
their peer groups, and oft-times get out of touch with the adult world 
because of their immediate concern with their own problems. 

One tool to bring the adolescent in tune with the world around him 
is the newspaper. There can be a sharing of similar experiences by 
using the newspaper in the classroom to bring speaking and listening 
activities to the adolescent level. 

During elementary school years the "sharing" program was a daily 
classroom experience. As the students advanced through the elementary 
grades, they shared newspaper articles. These were clipped and placed 
on the news bulletin board. 
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Newspaper articles are not shared in high school classes as a sep- 
arate activity, but during learning experiences of speaking and listening 
they become valuable sources to prime the conversational pump. 

Recommended Activities for Newspaper Use in Speaking, and List e ni ng 



1 . 



Students may bring in articles for discussion purposes and 
read them to themselves prior to the discussion period. The 
students may then report on the articles, using their own points 
of view. During their reports they may be checked for poise, 
presentation, voice modulation, delivery, and reflection of 
their accuracy from elements brought out in the article. 

2. The listeners could be iiven a "score sheet" with the areas 
listed in "1" to evaluate f he speaker. 

3. Editorials may be i ^d as basis for simple debate. Students 
not agreeing with editorial conclusions may side against those 

vho agree. A studen j\ iging team may be set up to evaluate 
performances in the discussion. 

4. If telephone sets are available (audio-visual departments in 
most school systems have them), set up a telephone interview- 
ing system where "reporters" can question "news source 
people within the classroom. The "news source" students^ will 
have read the articles before the interview and the "reporter 
will try to "milk" information for his story by questioning the 
"news source. " 

5. "Shopper squads" may be established where the display adver- 
tising in a newspaper (grocery store ads, etc.) would be reviewed 
and then discussed by the "squads" as to where best buys may be 
made . 

The Area of Writing , Including Composition , Vocabulary , Spelling, 

Grammar and Usage , and Me chamcs 

1. Improve note-taking skills, using the interview as a basic 
technique 

2. Learn to use reference books, check items in the newspaper 
as to places, statistics, names of people in the news, etc. 

3. Learn to write the simple facts of the story without injection of 
the personal experiences of the writer (the art of n mirror 
writing) 

Learn to use the dictionary effectively so that words not only 
are spelled correctly, but are used to mean what they are 
supposed to say 12 
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5. Develop correct sentence structure techniques, using the news- 
paper for examples of pithy writing 

Introductory Activities for Student Motivation in the Area of W r iting_. 
Composition , Vocabulary , Spelling , Gra m mar and Usage , and Me c hanics 

One of the simplest things in writing is one of the hardest ideas to 
get across: it is easier to write on one subject in a concentrated area 

than to encompass the entire universe. Topic selection is important in 
writing. 

Writing assignments should be simp' - for “he t udents in Ninth 
Grade English. At times it may be wise :>; t exc =d mere than on- 
paragraph and really squeeze it dry. The "Te-l Scr .ething About Your 
Life" sort of thing is not very motivating. 3. tents have been writing 
it in every class they have had. 

Teenagers like to take off on unusual top s, bi the teacher must 
motivate them to want to do this. And wha : t ter source of reference 
for a written assignment than the newspaper" Source materials are 
important and the results will pay off as long s the. basic principles of 
rhetoric are followed: unity, coherence, an emphr.sis. 

In the very beginning, an assignment using the newspaper as a 
reference source will reveal thre^ basics: 

1. Do the students know how to use their native language, i. e. , 
spelling, punctuation, grammatical construction? 

2. Are they fluent in the expression of ideas? Can they express 
themselves in an interesting fashion? 

3. Does the teacher know what the attention span of the class is? 
Was the exercise designed to make maximum use of this atten- 
tion time? If so, will future motivating techniques be easier 
to get acros s ? 

Basically these questions must be answered to assure success in 
writing. Many ideas for the written assignment may be carried over 
from work done in speaking and listening, with emphasis on thought 
development. 

How well do students take notes? Had they taken any during the 
development of speech habits? And to what extent do they use reference 
books? There are many items in the newspaper which can be used as 
source materials for reference research in the students' writings. 

Finally, students must cultivate a strong sense of values empha- 
sizing the need for continued growth in writing ability to insure successes 
not only in school but also when they enter the adult world. 
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The newspaper may be used to show how people live and become 
involved in community life. Organizations, sports, churches, govern- 
ment, and many other aspects of community life are reflected in the 
columns of the newspaper. A sense of immediacy and freshness is found 
in the columns of the newspaper. As a living text book it opens many 
opportunities for exploration and growth in writing skills 

Recommended Activities for Newspaper Use in Writing 

1. To strengthen note -taking habits, set up an inte 1 ewing situation 
as follows: 

a. Assign a student a research problem of studying all the ele- 
ments of one of the short stories, preferably a story like 
the "Silver Mine, " "The Necklace, " or "Off the Track" 

b. Have researcher select students to play the roles of the 
characters in the story studied 

c. Set up the story situation. Enact the story. (Role playing) 

d. Accredit certain students as reporters from newspapers, 
radio stations, and television stations 

e. Have them seek out the facts by observing what takes place 
and by interviewing the people involved for basis of a news 
story 

f. When interviews are completed, have the reporters get 
their notes in order 

g. Class will judge to see how well the interviews were con- 
ducted and how many of the details were noted 

2. A committee can be assigned the best interview notes and con- 
struct a news story from the events witnessed and noted. The 
story may then be compared with the original short story to see 
the different treatment of literary writing and news writing. 

3. Daily newspapers may be checked for unfamiliar geographic 
names, the names of famous people, or the mention of historic 
situations. Use of reference books to clarify names and identi- 
fication of places is a stimulating classroom experience. 

4. A vocabulary list could be started from the newspaper, enumer- 
ating words that are new to the students. Use dictionaries to 
improve vocabulary, both in spelling and meaning. 
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5. Compare sentences written in the stories submitted by students 
with those used in lead paragraphs of news stories. Examine 
carefully the elements of style, as used by different writers: 

a. A fourth grader might write a report of a robbery like this: 

I saw a robbery. Many policemen came to the grocery store 
when the ro K ber left. I think he took millions of dollars 
because the man in the store was crying about the lost 
money. I couldn't stay to see what happened because the 
policemen fold everyone to go home. 

b. An impressionable high school student might write a report 
of this same robbery thusly: 

With daring and cold nerves a masked desperado icily 
robbed a quivering old grocery store owner of every penny 
he ever earned. All of our neighbors were stunned that 
such a dastardly act could be committed in our neighbor- 
hood. But quick arrival of our police -- our brave men in 
"blue -- soon brought the story to an end. The desperado 
was apprehended. 

c. A newspaper reporter might have written the story like 
thi s : 

A 23-yea - *' -old local college student is being held today as 
a suspect in a $50 neighborhood grocery store hold up. 

He is . . . 

d. These examples illustrate the STYLE the writer uses when 
he puts his thoughts on paper. Accounts of the same inci- 
dent may be compared in various newspapers to see how 
professionals differ in their writing techniques. 



15 
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QUARTER II 



The Second Quarter in Ninth Grade English emphasizes 
the areas of the Drama and the F pic 

A. The Area of Reading (with emphasis on using the newspape r in -e 
class roomTo highlight drama and the epic) 

1. Drama is an essential p>a.rt of daily living 

2. People often "play act" in many things they do. This play iting 
is seer- in news story form, feature stories, on the sports '-^ge, 

the society pages , etc. 

3. The epic relates to the herioc story and is told in verse or 
prose. The newspaper i‘eports the epic by. 

a. Bringing to the public the great deeds of men 

b. Recalling the deeds of great men in the past 

c. Projecting great deeds into the future 

4. The reporting of drama is also an important function of the 
newspaper 

a. A study of drama and movie reports can increase the 
students’ appreciation 

b. Background information of theater arts and personality 
sketches are supplied by the newspaper 

c. Critical thinking and evaluation may be applied to the 
study of drama and. the epic 

d. Many stories appear in newspapers where background 
materials come from history 

e. Patterns of human behavior that are dramatic as well as 
epic are unfolded, in newspaper stories 

Introductory materials and activities for student motivation 



The Drama 



Throughout their school years students have been involved in some 
type of role playing. Teacher -directed plays, short skits and project 
presentations are used in all social studies culminating exercises m 
elementary grades. Studentc participate in Christmas programs, 
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Easter activities, and the "Month of Patriots" activities during February. 
Drama, therefore, is a well-known activity to students. 

Whether they were able to associate these activities with the drama 
on television, in the movies, or on the stage, however, is the problem 
for the teacher to solve. Self-identification will make many students 
aware that their lives are pieces of dramas. There are always students 
who want "to get into the act." The others, however, have to be shown 
that they are constantly involved in drama, and what happens to others, 
also happens to them. 

Discussion of movies or programs of dramatic nature that students 
have seen on television can help the teacher meet objectives of reading. 
The things students see and hear currently are of interest to them. 

From here may be launched adventures in reading of dramas (plays 
would be better, because the word "drama" may be too "high-brow") and 
the appreciation of what they have read. 

The Epic 

The stories of great men always make for interesting reading. 
Newspapers feature "heroes" in many ways: the astronauts, sports 

standouts in all fields, women who have become national figures (includ- 
ing movie and television stars) and others will help the teacher show that 
the people in the stories of the past were no different than the "heroes" 
of today. 

Recommended Activitie s for New spaper Use 

1. If drama is an essential part of daily living, then the newspaper 
columns are full of stories which reflect humor, sadness, 
coincidental happenings, and other areas where drama could be 
recognized 

a. Select stories from the newspaper which might be called 
"real life drama" 

b. Select the elements in the story that make the newspaper 
reader feel "sad, " "happy, " "angry, " or other feelings 
that have been sensed in the reading of drama 

c. Start a bulletin board display, using the newspaper clippings 
that best demonstrate the needs of the elements of drama 

as studied in the second quarter 

2. Select stories about people that might lend themselves to the 
hero treatment. (Would the story of Ted Williams, who made 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, be one to be considered for "epic" 
treatment? ) 
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4. 



Find other areas in the newspaper that would be suitable for 
reading in terms of "drama" or the "epic 



Consider a double purpose lesson which will include the 
of speaking and listening in conjunction with reading. 



areas 



a. How are yesterday's hero-figures treated in newspapers? 



b. 



Read stories in the paper which play up the Vietnam situ 
ation and the winners of the Purple Heart, the Me a of 
Honor, etc. 



5. Examine carefully the Sunday supplement of the newspaper and 
ggg what special materials are included 



a. Read the theater and drama reviews 

b. Read the television reviews 

c. Explain the difference between a "review 1 and a preview 

d. Read the reviews of current movies 



6 After the study is made through individual reading, find out how 
the newspaper influences attendance at modes and plays. How 
did some of the students feel about the reviews of motion pictures 
they had seen? Do they agree or disagree with the reviewer . 



7, What was the comprehension level of the students who examined 
the reviews? Did they understand all of the implica ions . 



The Areas of Speaking and Listening (with emphasis on the use of 
the” n ewspaper in highlighting the drama and the epic) 

1. Newspapers are prominent in featuring the critical review of 
dramas, movies, and television productions 



2. Reports of forthcoming productions may be considered as pre 
views for discussion by students 



3, The use of "interview" techniques will aid not only in speaking 
and listening, but also in note -taking 



Introductory materials and activitie s for student motivation 



There is hardly a student who doesn't have a favortie television 
program or who has not seen some of the most recent movies. They 
are very vocal in the discussion of what they have seen, because here 
they may share experiences that they understand . 



In taking students from where they are to a point of reference in 
understanding and appreciating the drama or the epic, the employment 
of motivating skills is needed to raise cultural and appreciative standards 
in the area of drama. As stated before, the word "drama" in itself can 
bring about many closed minds. It is necessary for the teacher to show 
that the term is one that may be used interchangeably with "plays, M 
"movies, " "television show," "productions," etc. 



Few students have had the experience of attending community theater 
productions, but, as mentioned in a prior reference, most of the young- 
sters have had experiences in classroom and school productions. The 
transition from this type of thinking to the drama, as it is known in the 
theater, is but a short step. Through the activity of speaking and listen- 
ing it is possible for the teacher to motivate the group in further under- 
standing of the drama and the epic through the use of the newspaper. 



Recommended Activities for New spaper Use in Speaking and Listening 

1. Discuss some of the television programs seen by the students 

a. How do the previewers and the reviewers feel about the 
program? 

bo What were some of the elements of drama that can be 
discus s ed? 



2 . 



Have students read some of the reviews in the newspapers? If 
they had seen either a movie of current attraction or a play 
(which was reviewed in the newspaper) discuss what the re- 
viewer had to say in light of what the students thought of the 
same production. Here is a review of a play. Read it orally. 
What are some of the things the reviewer says? Does his 
opinion want- to make you read the play, see the p ay, or ignore 
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